
Otago Girls’ High School International Department Newsletter Terms One & Two 2020

OTAGO GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL 

International Department Newsletter 
Terms One & Two 2020 




What a year 2020 has been and we are 
just over half way! We could never have 

predicted what we would be dealing with 
globally and locally. All except one student 
arrived in Dunedin in time to start their 2020 
studies at OGHS.  Lockdown meant there 
were many camps, sports and cultural 
activities that couldn’t take place. We all 
learned more about ourselves, families and 
online learning during this time. We are very 
pleased to be living in New Zealand where we 
have been able to return to school, work and 
activities. We are now fortunate to be back in 
full-swing of school, and able to enjoy all the 
benefits of being part of OGHS.Unfortunately, 
we will not be welcoming any new students in 
Term 3 due to the border closure.


Our International Prefect this year is Will Chomchoei from Thailand. 
She has written about herself and what she would like to achieve at 
OGHS. The international staff members this year are: Mrs Katherine 
Boomer (Dean of International Students, English Language and 
Spanish teacher), Ms Melissa Newall (English Language teacher) Mr 
Simon Edmunds (English Language and Mandarin teacher), Miss 
Thomson (English Language and Japanese teacher), Mrs Alison 
Stephenson (International Student Director), and Ms Linda Miller 
(Principal), and Mrs Amanda Henson Molloy who is assisting Mrs 
Stephenson. 


Welcoming students and families from around the world is one thing 
we love. Our international community this year has students from 

Germany, China, Hong Kong, Japan, Thailand, Vietnam, Korea, and 
Taiwan. We also have students from Samoa, Brazil, Pakistan, Syria, and Afghanistan in our 
English Language classes. Many girls have made the most of what has been taking place this 
year, and they demonstrate our school values of positivity, respect, and integrity.  NCEA results 
have been very impressive with twenty-two students attaining merit or excellence endorsements 
in their respective year levels in 2019. Their names and achievements follow.


The colourful and exciting Sports Day at the Caledonian 
is always a great way to get the year going with plenty 
of house spirit, enthusiasm, and participation. The 
tabloid events are for all students and there is always 
lots of laughter. We held the swimming sports but the 
annual cross-country run was cancelled. The school 
was very excited and proud to open our Classroom by 
the Sea which is on the side of Otago Harbour and can 
be used for a variety of purposes.




Otago Girls’ High School International Department Newsletter Terms One & Two 2020

Once again the welcome BBQ was catered for by Wairua Puhou and we were treated to several 
waiata (songs). Attendees are always impressed by the performance of the students.  As usual, 
the delicious salads brought by the host families were quickly devoured along with the Kiwi 
specialty of sausages on bread. The BBQ is a great way for the international community to get 
together and have a chance to chat and meet other families.


The Year 9 students went on a two-day / one-night camp to Tirohanga in Term 1.  The 
confidence course and walks can be quite demanding for students, but our girls did well 
completing all the challenges.  The Year 12 students were unable to attend Borland Camp in 
Fiordland National Park but hopefully one day they will be able to visit that beautiful part of the 
country. 


Outdoor education is popular with our students and they have thoroughly enjoyed themselves 
learning new skills, accepting challenges, and exploring the area.  The Year 11 students have 
done rock climbing, abseiling and a day walk. The rock climbing and abseiling trip to Long 
Beach was as popular as ever and the girls managed to climb with smiles on their faces in some 
beautiful weather. 


OGHS offers a wide variety of subjects and the art Evelyn Wei and Letitia Shen have been artists 
of the week, and Letitia won a lockdown art competition.  Will also organised a photography 
competition for our students during lockdown and the winners’ works are below.                      


                           


Upon a long-awaited return to school after lockdown, we slowly got back into the normal swing 
of moving through the corridors, seating in classroom, and taking care of ourselves. We held our 
junior parent-teacher interviews online, and as they were successful, we will have the senior 
interviews online in Term 3. Near the end of the term, the senior dance students held  Show 
Quest at Otago Boys’ High School where they performed for their assessments. Some great 
dancing and costumes were on display. After the last day of the term, 37 OGHS and OBHS 
students played laser tag at Megazone.  Congratulations to Dain Kim who had the second-
highest score.


We sadly had to farewell international students in Terms 1 and 2 as they have returned to their 
home countries to continue their studies.  They are: Tan Phonprateep, Siri Luber, Svenja 
Schaedla, Alma Wiehler, Hannah Jahncke, Sharon Li, and Marie Tieftrunk.  We wish them well for 
their studies back home.
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Internationals Terms One & Two 2020
Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 

LEUNG Hebe LEUNG Claire HIRAYAMA Riko CHOMCHOEI Well CHAN Annsen

PHONPRATEEP Tan HU Chris=ne HAI Hermione CHOMCHOEI Will

LAM Teresa KATO Marino HU Lindsay HUYNH Chris

LAI Chloe JAHNCKE Hannah KIM Dain

LIU Olivia JIANG Baihe PRATHEP Mel

LIU Rosie KWON Sol XU Judy

LUBER Siri LI Sharon YANG Elaina

LUI Kate MA Julia

PENG Pamela MAY Lea

RYU Hiroka SHEN Le==a

SCHAEDLA Svenja TIEFTRUNK Marie

WAMSER Klara VU NGO Linh

WIEHLER Alma WANG Joyce

ZHUANG Rebecca WEI Evelyn

XUE Dora

XUE Jessica

YAMAGUCHI Erina

ZHANG Chloe

NCEA LEVEL ENDORSEMENTS 
Congratulations to the following international students who achieved their respective NCEA 
levels endorsed with MERIT in 2019.


Level 3:  Jasmine Liu, Starry Xiao, Jessy Xie

Level 2:  Annsen Chan, Will Chomchoei, Lyka Lumapas, Hathaway Wang, Teresa Wang, Judy 
Xu, Elaina Yang, Monica Zhang, Fenny Zhang

Level 1:  Well Chomchoei, Hermione Hai, 

The following students achieved their respective levels endorsed with EXCELLENCE.


Level 3: Lisa Li, Valerie Lu, Lin Teng, Harlyn Tran, Sherry Ye

Level 2: Chris Huynh

Level 1: Lindsay Hu, Sol Kwon
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International Prefect:  Will Chomchoei 

My name is Will Lalitpat Chomchoei. I am the Interna=onal Prefect 
for 2020. To tell everyone more about myself, I come from Bangkok, 
the capital city of Thailand. I started at Otago Girls’ High School in 
2018. I decided to come to New Zealand as an interna=onal student 
in order to improve my English language skills. However; a[er 
arriving in New Zealand, I realised that not only the English 
language skill that I will get by living in another country but I also 
have a chance to learn about the culture as well as trying the things 
that I would never have a chance to try if I were in Thailand. I have 
a chance to learn some subjects like Design Visual Communica=on 
(DVC) that helps me to choose my future career, and Launch that 
helps me to grow up as a person. I also have a chance to try new 
sports like skiing, snowboarding, touch rugby and squash. I learned 
about the differences in lifestyle and cultures between Thailand 
and New Zealand which is the really important and valuable thing 
every interna=onal student will get. I am glad I decided to come 
here. I really enjoy studying at Otago Girls’ High School. We have a 
large number of interna=onal students who come from many 
countries around the world. We exchange our cultures and this is 
what makes us an interna=onal group.  

This year, I plan to make a stronger bond between students, whether they are interna=onal or domes=c 
students. And I am s=ll doing it now. Another of my goals this year is to lead interna=onal students to do 
something new that they might not be able to do when they are back home. I introduced them to the 
Duke of Edinburgh and SVA Army Award (Student Volunteer Army) at the beginning of this year. And now 
several students are currently doing their awards and really enjoy doing them. Almost every week our 
interna=onal girls sign up to volunteer at the Farmer’s Market, helping them with the goods. Also, there 
were a number of our interna=onal girls who volunteered at the Quaran=ne Island. I think that this is good 
progress from our girls.  

At the beginning of this year, I organised the Interna=onal Sports Day for interna=onal and domes=c 
students. However, not many domes=c students showed up. And I think that it is because of the lack of 
communica=on which is one of the things that I really have to work on.  Isaac and I , who is the Otago 
Boys’ High School Interna=onal Leader, also planned to organise the Laser Tag for our interna=onal 
students at the end of term 1. Unfortunately, as we met the global pandemic COVID-19. Our plan was 
cancelled due to safety reasons. Everyone went into the lockdown for a while.  
 

A[er the lockdown, we held the social ac=vity together with 
Otago Boys’ High School and we are going to play Laser Tag 
together on the last day of this term. The purpose of these 
two ac=vi=es is to create a good rela=onship between the 
two schools. And for next term and the rest of this year, I 
s=ll have several plans for our interna=onal students. I have 
to thank the teachers who give me the opportunity to 
become one the Interna=onal Prefect at this school.  

If someone is looking for a girl’s school, I really recommend 
this school as you will have chances to do new things and I 
believe that you will grow up more or less in a posi=ve way. 

Volunteering at Farmer’s Market with Lea.

Volunteering at Quarantine Island.
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Students’ Work 

What I Learned in Lockdown: Pamela Peng

2020 is an unfortunate year with many accidents coming thick and fast. The 
Australian forest fire, NBA star died because of the crash, and the most 
serious is COVID-19 which came from China. It affects the tempo of life in 
every country. A month ago, the cases in New Zealand increased quickly, so 
the government immediately took ac=on to adjust the alert to level 4. New 
Zealand would be in isola=on for at least 1 month. Everyone can only stay in 
their “bubble”, schools and restaurants are all closed. Because of COVID-19, 
school started the holiday earlier, and began online teaching. 

This sudden situa=on is really new for me, I am very curious about what will 
happen next. In addi=on to doing my school work during the two weeks 
holiday, I also go out and walk around the community. I don’t want to stay at 
home all day, I some=mes walk to Port Chalmers with my host family. In my 
community, I can see many teddy bears beside the windows, teddys make the 
serious and boring vibe more relaxing. I have a lot of free =me, I read some books, such as the story about 
Diana. My dad also sent a book about wri=ng from Taiwan for me to read; it helps me to improve my 
English wri=ng ability. In the evening a[er I finish dinner with my host family, we o[en watch movies or 
play games together. I think my life during the lockdown is very plen=ful. 

Because of the rules, we can’t go to town or hang out with 
friends. So we can only use the phone to communicate with 
each other. Fortunately, the internet is convenient enough for 
us to have video chahng. My family is in Taiwan, I can’t go 
back to Taiwan now, and they also can’t send some epidemic 
preven=on supplies to me. But it’s great to have the internet, 
we s=ll can contact through video chahng. 

In fact, I think lockdown is a good choice for me to learn. For 
example, we all have online lessons which is a new experience 
for me, and I can learn how to use the internet to learn in a 
good way. If we study hard, we s=ll can learn a lot of things at 

home. For interna=onal students who live with kiwis, because we stay in the host family all day, it gives us 
more =me and opportuni=es to keep touch with kiwis, and understand kiwis’ living habits. It helps us 
quickly integrate into New Zealand and learn English. In addi=on to the posi=ve effect on me, the 
lockdown successfully decreased the cases in New Zealand. If the government doesn’t implement the 
lockdown, it may be very serious in New Zealand. Through watching the world news, because of 
COVID-19, the ecology of Earth has recovered again. Perhaps COVID-19 is a turning point for the ecology 
of Earth. 

However, the lockdown must have some nega=ve effects. Although online teaching replaces face-to face 
teaching now, I believe not every student has an online class on =me, and works hard during the lesson. In 
my opinion, it’s s=ll a ques=on whether online teaching can have the maximum learning benefits. At the 
same =me, many people can’t go to work, or even lose their job which will have a serious effect on New 
Zealand’s economy. All of us need to stay at home, some families may not be able to afford these 
spending. Not only in New Zealand, because of COVID-19, the global economy has been greatly affected. 
How to resume the global economy will be a challenge a[er COVID-19. 

We stay at home during the lockdown and o[en watch the news. We can see that many people don’t 
follow the policies. For example, in New Zealand, people s=ll go to the beach to surf. In Taiwan, the school 
moves back the date of going to school, many people think that it is the holiday, and go to Europe that has 
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warning alerts. Unexpectedly, a[er they return to Taiwan, the cases of the COVID-19 quickly increase. 
Also, many people are not happy with the way that China and WHO deal with COVID-19. China concealed 
many facts about COVID-19, and WHO’s misjudgment has caused serious problems in Europe. 

COVID-19 had a huge impact in the world. I think New Zealand’s lockdown policy is correct. Although there 
are many limits, we s=ll can live as usual. I hope COVID-19 can be ease as soon as possible in all of the 
countries around the world, and returned to normal life. A[er the lockdown, I can go back to school and 
hang out with my friends. 

My Life in Lockdown: Kate Lui 

In the lockdown, my life has shrunk from Dunedin to a house, the rhythm of 
my life is as slow as a turtle; I am gehng as lazy as a pig. 

Before the lockdown, I was going to school every weekday, staying at home 
or going outside on the weekends. At that =me, what I faced every day was 
different and it seemed so enjoyable. But now, I have no op=on, no majer if 
it is weekdays or weekends, I can only stay at home or go outside and have a 
walk. Because of the lockdown, I seem to be in an infinite loop; every day 
repea=ng the same thing as yesterday; either ea=ng or sleeping, just 
interspersed with different homework to work on or watching some shows 
and movies; it is becoming more and more boring as =me went on. 

During the lockdown, I have watched a lot of videos that I had no =me to 
watch before; I was happy for the lockdown at the beginning, but I got more and more bored by the =me I 
had finished watching. 

If you ask me whether I enjoy the lockdown, I may not be able to answer you. As the lockdown lets me 
finish watching the videos that I wanted to watch before, as the lockdown lets me have more =me to 
sleep, as the lockdown lets me discover some new places around my home. 

Although the lockdown lets me finish what I wanted to do before, it also causes me some troubles. The 
lockdown makes me bored, it forces me to stay at home. The lockdown let me become lazier, as I always 
stay at home and stay close to my bed. The lockdown has held up the learning progress for us, it seems to 
be difficult to have online classes, as I am always missing the classes. 

The lockdown not only causes me troubles but also causes trouble with my friends and family. My friends 
in Hong Kong have had online classes since February, their summer holiday may be canceled because of 
their learning progress; they are also not allowed to eat together in a restaurant when there are more 
than four people by the new policy. Because of the lockdown, my dad could not go back to Hong Kong and 
stay with my mum on the weekends, he could only stay in the mainland to work. It also caused trouble 
with their work so they made less money. 

Although the lockdown caused them troubles, it also brought them a rest. The tests were canceled in 
Hong Kong, the pressure of them would be released, they also have more =me to play video games and 
watch youtube and they can sleep longer. My mum has become healthier, as she always goes hiking with 
her friends on the weekends. 

I hope the lockdown can be relieved as soon as possible so that I can go to school, go to town on the 
weekend and not need to stay at home every day. 
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Quaran5ne Island: Will Chomchoei 

Around 11am on 28th of June 2020, I was in a 
speedboat heading back to Port Chalmers. I really had a 
good =me with my friends during the =me we were in 
Quaran=ne Island. I love it there!  

It was a short trip. We met at the school around 9am on 
Saturday the 27th of June. Then we headed down to 
Port Chalmers and went on the speedboat to Quaran=ne 
Island.  

We planted some na=ve trees. I found that the process 
is very interes=ng (pictures below). 

      
In the a[ernoon, we went down to the shore and went kayaking for a while. Everyone had fun and 
enjoyed their =me together. We also had a chance to walk around the island. The scenery is beau=ful. 
A[er dinner we went to the 
church together and lit up the 
candles. It was very beau=ful and 
this is another good memory of 
this lovely trip! 

Even though it was a short trip, 
the memories and experiences I 
got by going there will last 
forever and will never fade from 
my mind. 
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Former OGHS Interna5onal:  Maren Kronsbein 

It’s been 2 1/2 years now since I returned from New Zealand. It is such a 
long =me but all the good memories s=ll s=ck with me. Especially during 
the lockdown caused by the Corona-virus, I spend a lot of 
=me thinking about my =me in New Zealand, about my =me at OG‘s and 
about all the wonderful adventures I had. 

I‘m s=ll in contact with a lot of my friends in NZ and I planned to visit them 
this summer but my plans had to be cancelled due to the virus. Though, I‘ll 
visit Theresa in a few weeks and I also visited Milena last 
months. It is so lovely to catch up with them and remember the great =me 
we had in New Zealand. 

Anyway, I finished school this month. I‘m really happy about my results as it was a quite stressful =me with 
all my exams. It s=ll feels weird though to be done a[er 12 years of school. I ajached a photo of my 
gradua=on :). 

Now I’m planning to do a voluntary service in South Africa. I hope everything goes smoothly (considering 
the current situa=on) and I can leave Germany in October. For now I‘m enjoying the sunshine and the =me 
with my family. 

Hopefully everyone at OG‘s is doing great and I hope to come and visit as soon as possible. 
 
Lots of gree=ngs and lots of sunshine 
Maren Kronsbein 

 

 

Evelyn Wei’s architectural drawing for Year 12 
DVC.

Letitia Shen’s painting: 1st prize in the 
Isolation Art Competition run by 
Dunedin Youth Council for high school 
students.
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Term 3 Upcoming Events  
These are some of the main events at school.  

Week 1
Junior Option Changeover 

Week 2
Open Night

Week 3
Senior Parent-Teacher Interviews (online) 

Week 5
Senior Reports on Edge
Junior Production
Student Learning Conferences
Year 12 Loves Me Not Programme  

Week 6
OGHS Ski/Snowboarding Trip  

Week 7
OGHS Ski/Snowboarding Trip 
Winter Sports Tournament Week  

Week 8
Otago Polyfest 
Library Day
Senior Exams 

Week 9
Year 12 Formal  

Week 10
Cultural Awards
Year 13 Geography Camp
Junior Reports on Edge

Lea, Lindsay and Erina trying 
ice hockey.

Lea & Julia atop Mt Isthmus.
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