
Otago Girls’ High School International Department Newsletter Terms Three & Four 2019

OTAGO GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL 

International Department Newsletter 
Terms Three and Four 2019 

Highlights 
We would like to celebrate the wonderful achievements of our international students and English 
language learners. We are very proud of our school’s traditions, identity and values. 
Demographics around the world have been changing as the number of international fee-payers, 
migrants and former refugees has increased, greatly enriching our school’s diversity.  Everybody 
is able to learn more about people of the world and how our world  is changing. 

This year our international students and English language 
learners come from Japan, Thailand, China, Korea, Hong Kong, 
Germany, Vietnam, the Philippines, Samoa, Pakistan, and 
Syria. The international room comes alive with the diverse 
languages that our students can speak. We are very pleased at 
how well they warmly welcome and take care of new students.  
Many students make lifelong friends and visit each other later in 
life. 

These students show tremendous resilience with all the 
changes they experience by moving to, living and studying in 
another country, especially in another language. English may 
be our students’ second or third or fourth language.  Immense 
commitment and determination to cope and succeed in school 
are required in abundance, and many even go on to achieve 
their NCEA levels with Merit or Excellence endorsements.  

Another source of pride for our school is how much our international students welcome the 
academic, cultural and sporting activity opportunities provided.  The students and their families 
are impressed by this and are very pleased for their daughters to continue with their activity from 
home or to try something completely new. Such experiences can spark an interest or create a 
passion that the students can follow in future studies. 

Being a part of the lives of our international and 
English language learner students, and seeing their 
development in personal and educational matters is 
very rewarding.  We feel privileged to be able to be a 
part of this important stage in their lives. We would like 
to thank the students and their families for choosing to 
come to New Zealand, and to our fine school. We also 
need to extend our gratitude to the caring and loving 
host families who welcome the girls into their homes 
and their lives.  
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Term 3 Academic Achievers 
English Language 
     Elementary: Yamama Al Naes, Zahraa Al Naes 
     Intermediate: Rama Allo 
     Senior: Fatima Omidwar 
12 English Literacy:  Will Chomchoei, Judy Xu 
12 Math:  Chris Huynh 
13 Calculus:  Starry Xiao, Harlyn Tran 
13 Textiles:  Starry Xiao 
13 Economics:  Harlyn Tran 
13 Accounting:  Harlyn Tran 
13 Japanese: Lynn Teng 
10 Dance:  Maram Aboud Agha 
11 Music: Sol Kwon 

Term 2 Academic Achievers 
English Language 
     Elementary: Racha Aljomaa 
     Intermediate: Nagham Ghazzoul 
     Senior: Sakura Saito 
13 Economics:  Lynn Teng 
13 French:  Lynn Teng 
12 Chemistry:  Chris Huynh 
11 Music:  Sol Kwon 

Speech New Zealand Oral Communication for ESOL Examinations 
Distinction Grades 
Introductory Level: Yamama Al Naes, Zahraa Al Naes 
Foundation Level: Sulafa Al Khalil, Halima Al Naes, Racha Aljomaa, Tomoka Kondo, Ayaka Sato, 
Larissa Silva 
Bridging Level: Maram Aboud Agha, Rahaf Al Hassan, Rahaf Al Hussein, Vicky Cui, Naya 
Ghazzoul, Huda Haroura, Ella Xu 
Intermediate Level:  Maryangel Fretton, Nada Haroura, Wafaa Haroura, Fatima Omidwar 
Senior Level: Will Chomchoei, Lindsay Hu 

Cultural & Scholar Blues 
Scholar Blues: Sol Kwon, Lynn Teng, Harlyn Tran, Sherry Ye 
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Leavers Term 4 
On Monday November 4 we farewelled the international students who are leaving us at the end 
of this school year.  It was great to acknowledge their achievements and contributions to school, 
but also sad to say good-bye. We wish them all the very best for their futures. 
Below are the citations for all the leavers and speech given by the International Prefect, Harlyn 
Tran. 

Kathleen Li Kathleen came to us this year from another school and city in 
New Zealand. She is passionate about art and in her Speech 
New Zealand presentations she talked about how she became 
interested in art and showed us some of the beautiful things 
she has created. I am sure Kathleen's future will involve art 
and we look forward to seeing some of her work exhibited. 

Marie Kuhm Marie has only been with us for the last two terms. She has 
been able to try two subjects of hard materials and textiles that 
she cannot do in Germany. Her teachers say she is a lovely 
student who is always willing to give things a go. She works 
cooperatively with everyone in the class. I am sure we will have 
some fun together with the group in the November programme 
as she enjoyed the September one. All the best for your 
studies and future back in Germany. 

Lieselotte 
Schulte-
Hillen

Lieselotte has only been here since July this year, and we hope 
she gets to have some summer weather before she returns to 
Germany. She has been able to do some very cool subjects 
such as drama, DVC, outdoor education and dance, and we 
hope she has had some great experiences in those subjects. 
Here are some comments from her teachers: Lotte brought her 
warmth and positivity to the Drama class. She was able to 
combine her piano skills with her acting performance to enrich 
the audience's experience. Lotte enjoys reading and writing and 
developing her mastery of English. She has demonstrated some 
superb critical thinking skills and confidently analyses visual 
language. Lotte is a warm and friendly student, who quickly won 
the affection of other students in the year group. She worked in 
a self-directed manner in DVC and demonstrated a sound 
understanding of design. A pleasure to have in the classroom. 
The best parts of being here for her have been the outdoor 
education trip and the September international programme, 
especially the pottery. I am sure she will enjoy venturing out 
more for the upcoming November programme. Thank you for 
coming to our school, Lieselotte. 
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Wenke 
Hofmeister

Wenke has been here for all of 2019 and was very quick to get 
involved in our school life. She was a valuable member of the 
Hockey 1st XI, playing well and cheerfully. She was reliable, 
always at practice, and the other students enjoyed her 
presence, especially during tournament week. Wenke was a 
delightful member of our always-hopeful international social 
basketball team. International students in New Zealand are very 
pleased that being in the outdoors is a big part of New Zealand 
life and students enjoy being able to take outdoor education as 
a subject. Wenke has been in Year 11 outdoor education this 
year. These are comments from her teacher: Wenke is polite 
and respectful, and works cooperatively with a range of 
students. She has worked hard throughout the year and made 
the most of the opportunities in Outdoor Education. She has 
demonstrated a quiet confidence in the practical activities, 
always persevering with challenging task. Wenke developed a 
very good knowledge and understanding of the theoretical 
content in relation to safety in the outdoors and the activities 
she participated in. Wenke is always positive and cheerful. It 
has been wonderful to watch her grow in confidence as the year 
has progressed. I am sure Wenke will enjoy the upcoming 
international programme as we explore more of our city and 
area. We have enjoyed having Wenke at our school and hope 
she has many happy and funny memories of all her activities 
this year. 

Yuki 
Mitobe

Yuki is here on a one-year exchange with our sister school, 
Bunkyo, Tokyo, Japan. She has been very busy as she has 
taken up opportunities to join sporting and environmental 
groups, as well as take subjects not available in Japan. She 
received a Benjamin Stars for tourism and geography, and 
Academic Achiever for Senior English language. Yuki has been 
part of the environment group as well as rock climbing and ice 
hockey. In outdoor education, Yuki was able to be brave and 
adventurous by learning surfing, kayaking, and mountain biking. 
One of her highlights of the year has been the ski trip to 
Queenstown where she had fun and made lots of friends. She 
developed great co-operative and independent skills in an 
outdoor environment during the Year 12 Borland Geography 
camp, and has grown in confidence throughout the year. Yuki 
has had an exciting and action-packed year and has created 
memories she will treasure for many years. Thank you for 
coming to our school, Yuki, and we wish you very well for your 
future. 
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Sakura 
Saito

Sakura has been here for just one year and has been a model 
exchange student as she took up opportunities presented to her. 
Sakura has been a school librarian and played basketball and 
squash. In outdoor education, she has been adventurous doing 
rock climbing, mountain biking, kayaking and tramping, as well 
as joining the school ski trip. She was an academic achiever for 
English language and received certificates of excellence for 
being part of the senior production and the Pacific Island group 
where she performed in Polyfest. She said her best memories 
have been taking part in Polyfest and the senior production as 
she experienced great times with new friends and learned more 
about their lives and cultures. The comments from her teachers 
have been fantastic: Sakura is an enthusiastic squash player 
with a real affinity for the game. She is an outstanding dancer 
and performer. Her Pasifika tutors commented on her grace, 
style and technique being some of the best they had ever seen. 
Sakura is always polite and friendly and will be missed. Sakura 
was committed throughout her time in Senior Production and 
brought her Dance strengths to enrich the performances we 
gave. Through her time as an ensemble member of Hairspray 
she was polite, positive, and diligent. For the Year 11 Geography 
camp to Aoraki/Mount Cook, Sukura really enjoyed learning 
about our natural landscapes especially glaciation. Going on the 
Glacial Explorer boats was a real highlight for her. It has been a 
pleasure having Sakura at our school and we are sure she will 
be able to tell her family, friends, and school about the many 
wonderful things she has done this year. All the very best for the 
future. 

Jasmine 
Liu

Jasmine was another member of the large group who started in 
July 2017. During her time here, she has been involved in 
badminton, squash and tennis. She participated in the 
international programme in 2016 and has fond memories of 
touring around some of our beautiful places. As Jasmine is from 
our sister city of Shanghai, China, she has been involved in our 
Chinese garden and has volunteered there for the Chinese New 
Year and Lantern festivals. Her subjects this year show her 
diverse interests as she has been taking art painting, DVC, 
calculus, physics and English. We look forward to seeing what 
Jasmine does in the future and keeping in touch with her. All the 
best. 
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Valerie Lu Valerie has also had a large study load with chemistry, biology, 
physics, calculus and English. She is a polite, and extremely 
diligent student who has gained fine grades this year in calculus. 
Valerie has also achieved some outstanding grades in English 
this year in her internal assessments as she is an intelligent and 
critical thinker whose quiet confidence and incredible work ethic 
will hold her in good stead for the future. Valerie will be able to 
apply herself successfully to whatever career path she takes, 
and we look forward to seeing where she will be in several 
years. All the best, Valerie. 

Cryatal Tao Crystal also started in July 2017 and is a creative person as she 
has been taking art painting and textiles to further her skills and 
follow her interests. Hopefully, she will put these skills to use in 
her studies and future career. All the best to you, Crystal.

Lynn Teng Quoting one of Lynn's teachers, "Lynn is amazing! She is so 
hardworking, highly motivated and has a fun sense of humour 
in class. She works well with others and has really grown in 
confidence in her own ability over the past few years. A 
pleasure to teach."Along with speaking Mandarin and English, 
Lynn has done very well in Japanese and French, and may one 
day be a diplomat. She has been an academic achiever and 
won scholar blues. We look forward to seeing what Lynn does 
and where in the world she will be. Keep up the fantastic work! 

Hathaway 
Wang

Hathaway has been a very quiet member of our school 
community but has worked away diligently at her subjects which 
show a variety of her talents. This year, Hathaway has been 
studying art painting, DVC, calculus, physics and English. She 
has also taken up squash with some of the other Chinese girls, 
and been a volunteer at the Spring and Lantern festivals at the 
Chinese Garden. The Celebration Service is also her favourite 
high school memory. We wish Hathaway all the best for her 
future. 

Starry Xiao Starry is very creative and has been honing her talents in art 
painting, textiles, business, calculus and English, and she is 
hoping to study fashion in London. Starry has a lovely 
disposition and work ethic and produced a beautiful garment in 
textiles class. We look forward to seeing her future creations 
and maybe on the catwalk one day. Keep up the great work, 
Starry!
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Jessy Xie Jessy is also part of the large group from Guangming who 
started in July 2017. Jessy has played tennis and volunteered 
at the Chinese Garden. She also has wide interests and has 
been studying English, calculus, statistics, economics and 
chemistry, which leaves her with many options for future 
studies. We wish Jessy all the best for university and beyond. 

Sherry Ye Sherry has focussed on her studies during her time at our 
school and has received scholar blues the last two years for her 
achievements. This year she has been studying accounting, 
economics, statistics, calculus, and English, and it is very 
impressive being able to be so successful in those subjects. 
With such academic ability, attitude and application to studying, 
Sherry will succeed at whatever she chooses. 

Fenny 
Zhang

Fenny is finishing her two and a half years of New Zealand 
schooling and it is such a pleasure to see what a fine young 
lady she has become. She has also been an academic 
achiever, completed in Language Perfect World 
Championships, and presented well to a group in the Speech 
New Zealand oral examinations. Her subjects in the senior 
school have been focussed in the commerce area, and if she 
applies her superb work ethic to her future studies she will be 
successful in her chosen career. Her best memory here has 
been the Celebration services and perhaps it was the final one 
with the medley that was the best. 

Ashley Zhu Ashley is a diligent student who works tirelessly to perfect her 
work. She has a careful eye for detail and is meticulous in 
everything she does. She has a lovely sense of humour and it 
has been lovely to see her confidence flourish throughout the 
year. Her subject combination of chemistry, textiles, business, 
English and calculus has given her a wide base of skills that 
she could apply to many areas of study. We wish you all the 
very best for your future, Ashley. 

Sherry Wu This will complete Sherry's third year with OGHS. On several 
occasions she has beautifully performed her Chinese traditional 
dance, and been a part of our international fashion show at the 
school fair, and joined the trip to Stewart Island. She has also 
volunteered at the Dunedin Chinese Garden, and learned how 
to play squash. Sherry has been studying accounting, calculus, 
business, economics and English literacy, a combination that 
leaves her with many options for the future. We will miss her 
graceful dance moves and hope she continues to perform for 
many years.
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Monica 
Zhang

Monica's teachers have described her as a dedicated and 
determined student who interacts with others in her classes. 
She has grown in her confidence during her three years at our 
school and has achieved both NCEA Levels 1 and 2 with Merit. 
She has pushed herself academically by studying all three 
sciences and two maths this year. Monica has been a member 
of peer support and a peer tutor. Her best memories of her high 
school years have been the activities she did in Year 11 outdoor 
education and the school ski trip. 

Vivian 
Wang

Vivian started with us in October 2016 and has always been a 
gentle and warm young woman with a hard-working attitude. 
She is always gracious and grateful in her dealings with her 
peers and teachers. Vivian has also played some squash and 
joined the school's ski trip. I had the pleasure of meeting Vivian 
with her family in Shanghai and her parents are both just as 
lovely as she is. Vivian's kind soul and fine work ethic will help 
her on her way to achieving her goals in life. Thank you very 
much for choosing our school and being a part of our 
international community. 

Teresa 
Wang

Teresa and Lisa came together and started in year 10 and they 
are the international students who have been here the longest. 
A teacher said that Teresa has a delicious sense of humour and 
is a generous and hardworking young woman. She has a talent 
for the visual arts and has completed several superb portfolios 
in painting and photography during her time here. She uses her 
art making to explore ideas of personal interest and executes 
her work with creativity and technical understanding. Teresa 
has done well in art history this year where she has studied the 
Italian Renaissance Era and has developed very good 
research, analysis and writing skills. Teresa has had two art 
works exhibited in "Activate" the Senior Art Exhibition over the 
last three years and this year she helped to host the Opening 
Night and to man the show, during which time she was very 
helpful in her interactions with gallery visitors. Teresa is a lovely 
young woman, who has done very well during her time here at 
OGHS.
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Speech by International Prefect: Harlyn Tran 
Good evening, ladies, gentlemen, and my fellow students. 

My name is Harlyn Tran. I have been studying in Otago Girls’ 
for 3 years and I was privileged to be the International 
Prefect of the school for 2019. As many of you may or may 
not know already, I was born of Vietnamese origin and 
Chinese descent. 

What does that mean, you may ask. Vietnam is a small 
coastal country, once war torn. The people never stopped 
fighting, for freedom, for wisdom, for education and for 
recognition. We never stopped fighting then, and even now, 
we are still struggling in the way to become the best of 
ourselves. This is my embodiment that signifies where I’m 
from, which gives me a distinctive point from people of other countries. 

Lisa Li Lisa has been with us for three and a half years and it has been 
wonderful to see her mature from such a shy girl to the more 
confident young lady she has become. This year, Lisa has been 
a peer tutor and part of the Sticks and Stones group which 
empowers young people to have the skills, confidence and 
connections to be themselves and support their peers to feel 
accepted and respected and for bullying to be a thing of the 
past. Lisa has had a big study load this year with three 
sciences, English and statistics. Lisa has a bright future and I 
am sure she will continue to work extremely hard to achieve her 
goals. 

Harlyn Tran Harlyn has been our first international Vietnamese student 
hence the first Vietnamese international prefect. She has also 
been a peer tutor, been involved in the environmental group, 
and received the Gold Level for the Global Leadership 
Programme, and a scholar blue. Harlyn has also ventured into 
rock climbing and touch rugby. She has volunteered in The 
Salvation Army, Midwinter Carnival, and Glow event, as well as 
representing the school in the Dunedin International Students 
Focus Group. Together with other international prefects in the 
city, she has organised activities for international students. 
Harlyn has been nominated for Aspiring Leaders' Forum, and 
received entrance scholarships to Otago, Victoria, Canterbury 
universities. Her highlight of high school life has been being the 
international prefect for this year. Harlyn has worked very hard 
for her whole schooling and should be credited for everything 
she has worked for and achieved. There are great things on the 
horizon for Harlyn and we shall wait and see where that may 
be.
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China, on the other hand, is one of the most developed economy in the world. They are well 
respected for the advanced system of infrastructure, technology as well as intellect. The Chinese 
people are hardworking and determined, which gets them to where they are today, and this is 
also a value that I live by: “Hard work does pay off.” In other words, getting to such a developed 
and advanced level of an economy like China is what I aspire for my future career to end up in. 

And then there is NZ, the peaceful and amiable country which is somewhat opposite to the other 
two. I was fortunate enough to be able to study here, and was able to discover numerous new 
things about others and myself, including the fact I did not know my handwriting was that neat. 
This place has taught me yet another important lesson: be positive, be kind, and believe in 
yourself. In the past 3 years in NZ, I have striven to my best potential, nurtured my mind to the 
furthest and deepest I could, above all, had faith in what I did and looked out for others along the 
way. As a person who has experienced 3 different cultures up to today, I sure have seen the good 
and not-so-good of each, and it gives me the ability to look at the same issue but in at least 3 
different perspectives. It takes 3 different countries to make me into who I am today, so yes, it has 
been a tough ride. 

The values I embraced give me enough confidence to become a leader, which led me to apply to 
be a prefect. Now, to sum up my prefect career, I do think it’s not a coincidence that ‘prefect’ 
rhymes with ‘perfect’ and ‘defect’, the second one rhymes better, should I add. As I was chosen, 
by you, to be the leader of our international community, it means that socially, I was recognised 
for my leadership, academic abilities and charisma. I could not express how thrilled I was for 
having you all trusting me, believing that I could do well. The perk of this role is definitely the 
opportunity to meet with people from every corner of the world, including places I didn’t even 
know existed. I listened, and was listened to the amazing stories being told; discovering what I 
have that people don’t, as well as what people have that I don’t. From then on I could understand 
others, and know where I stand. 

However, there were countless times when I doubted myself and began to lose hope. The 
question, “Am I good enough?” refused to leave my head. I don’t think it will be gone for a couple 
more years or so. At one point, I felt so defeated that I just wanted to disappear from the world for 
a day or two. I thought to myself, “Pathetic, becoming exactly what I despised.” After a big cry out, 
alone, a second thought hit me, “What now? Do I surrender, or do I keep going?” I knew I would 
not allow this condition to take over my life, but “How to keep going?” is the hardest part of all. 
The answer to that question, I still not know, but one thing I know for sure is that when I fall, the 
first thing I need to do is to stand up. 

My friends, if you were to take something from me, your leader, today, is that “There will always 
be a tomorrow for all of us, you just need to fight your way through it.” Sure it’s best not to 
procrastinate, but if you feel extremely down today, remember that tomorrow doesn’t have to be 
the same. Each day is a new day. The difference is your decision. The world is brutal sometimes, 
it still does perfectly fine without you. You cry alone in your bedroom, the party is still going on in 
the living room. You don’t have to go through all of this by yourself, nevertheless, friends and 
family are there for you even when you think they are not, but in the end the decision of how to 
make the day is still yours. 

Regardless of what you choose, I hope you will make the best of your decision and enjoy your 
time while it lasts, whether if you are at Otago Girls’, in NZ or in any corners of the world. May 
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you be with the people you cherish and not feel regret about your decision. I’m proud to say I’ve 
made the best of my time here with this school; I have nothing to regret. 

To finish my long boring chit chat, I want to give you a quote from a novel I’ve read and loved till 
this day. It pretty much sums up my message to you and what I wanted you all to take away from 
today. 

“Each day means a new twenty-four hours. Each day means everything's possible again. You live 
in the moment, you die in the moment, you take it all one day at a time”.

November International Programme by Mrs Boomer
The international students who arrived half way through the year and some who are not sitting 
NCEA exams, along with some who could join for some non-exam days, participated in our 
international programme. They did several activities with Townbelt Kaitiaki, went rock climbing at 
Long Beach, walked up Harbour Cone and down to Sandfly Bay, visited the museum, toured 
around the Catlins, and stayed on Quarantine Island. Some of their highlights were Sandfly Bay, 
Nugget Point in the Catlins, staying on Quarantine Island, Tunnel Beach, and Moeraki. They got 
new experiences using a spade to dig holes to plant trees, cut/pull grass out from already planted 
trees, pull weeds, and touch some insects! We are very proud showing them around our beautiful 
part of the world and are very glad they enjoyed themselves. 

An Event That Has Influenced Me:  Sakura Saito 
Last term, I was in school production for about three months. It’s an event with Otago Girls’ and 
Otago Boys’. It was a challenge for me to do something new in NZ so I just joined the production. 
I was excited but also nervous because everything was new and I didn’t know people and  what 
was going to happen.  
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We had practice after school and on Saturday. I had only one 
friend in the production so it made me nervous and I couldn’t talk 
well because I was too nervous and there was too much English 
for me in those days. But my friend introduced her friends to me 
and I was really lucky that I could meet them. They were so nice 
and kind. Every practice wasn’t always good though I still enjoyed 
that time with them.  

We performed for five days. Many people came to see our show 
and they laughed and enjoyed it a lot which made us happy and 
we could also enjoy performing and smiled on the stage. We were 
getting together and it was like a big family.  When we had final 
show night, everyone was tired and some of us were sick. We 
were not perfect condition though, we did our best performance 
and enjoyed the final show.  

Through the production, I met many people, knew what is the production, culture and really 
enjoyed sharing time with them. They gave me an energy, happiness, and strength to do more 
activity or talking with people. I didn’t decide to join the production because it was my chance and 
I was looking for what I could do something new in NZ. It’s a precious memory and became one 
of my favourite experiences.  

And now, I’m in Polyfest group and practising dance and 
singing with friends from Samoa, Tonga and other 
Polynesian islands. I made new friends in this group, 
too. I can try new things because I got confidence by the 
production to start new things. Every moment is so nice 
and fast, it makes me happy and I’m always filled with 
the warmth of people. These experiences and people 
are my treasure and my hope that always gives me a 
happy moment. 

The Life With My Homestay Family:  Evelyn Wei 
This July, I started my first journey to New Zealand for study. During the time with my home stay 
family, I have learnt a lot and had fun. 

My homestay parents are a couple. My Dad, Alan, is a counsellor. My Mum, Fiona, is a midwife 
manager. They are considerate and talkative. 

On the last Sunday in July, I made dumplings with Alan. He was so fond of Chinese food that he 
bought a metal “dumpling maker” to help him. The dumpling maker is made up of 2 pieces of 
metal. First, He flattened the dumpling skin and put the filling in the middle. Then he closed it and 
finished one dumpling. I can make them faster than him by hand. Although he looked a little 
clumsy, it was a special experience for me to make dumplings with a foreigner. 

On another day, I went to the garden and got some fire wood with Alan and two other boys. It was 
my first time to do garden work. When I moved the fresh wood to the trolley, I saw a worm under 
a block of wood! Because I am disgusted by worms this was my turn to be clumsy. I held the 
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wood with 3 fingers. And checked each of them 
carefully. Maybe I didn’t help them a lot, I still had lots of 
fun. 

All in all, I am very glad to meet my homestay 
family here.They take good care of me and let me 
feel like home. I think I will have a good time here.

Launch Course: Will Chomchoei 
One of the things I most grateful of in this year is probably joining Launch class. I think that this 
class gave me many wonderful lessons that I could never learn from anywhere else. This class 
will pull out the students' strength and potential as well as preparing the students to overcome 
their fear and get ready for the real world.  
In launch class, every student has their own passion about the social problems which lead to the 
ideas and solutions to fix or answer the specific problems. We have ‘Weekly stand-up meeting’ 
almost every week during our project, this meeting also helps me to overcome my fear of talking 
to a group of people without any notes. We also do other activities that make us become more 
creative, independent but also know how to work as a team and support each other along the 
way.  
My project is to create a website called ‘trading 
you my skills (TYMS). This website is for anyone 
who lives in Dunedin and wants to learn some 
skills or offer the skills they have with other 
people around Dunedin. Mainly, this website will 
help them to find someone who can teach the 
skills they are interested to learn they can also 
offer the skills they have to other people as well. 
This website just helps them to get in touch with 
others easier. https://dunedinclubs.wixsite.com/
tradingyoumyskills Please feel free to visit and 
comments on my website as it’s just live. 

2018 OGHS Prize Winners (awarded Tuesday 10 December)
Year 9 
Larissa Silva 9HST First Aggregate (English Language, Mathemtatics, Physical 
Education, Science and Spanish Distinctions, Social Studies Commendation) 
Year 10 
Maram Aboud Agha 10MRT Mathematics Commendation 
Rama Allo 10MRT Mathematics Commendation 
Hiroka Ryu 10NCH Mathematics Distinction 
Naya Ghazzoul 10NCH Science Commendation 
Fuzheng Zhang 10WD English Language Commendation  
Rebecca Zhuang 10WD Mathematics Commendation 
Year 11 
Sol Kwon Japanese Distinction, Mathematics and Music Commendations 
Sakura Saito Mathematics with Measurement Distinction 
Well Chomchoei Design and Visual Communication Commendation 
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Maryangel Fretton Samoan 
Nagham Ghazzoul Mathematics and Science Commendations 
Hermione Hai Music Commendation 
Lindsay Hu Mathematics Commendation 
Linh Vu Science Commendation 
Year 12 
Chris Huynh Mathematics with Algebra Distinction, Chemistry and Physics               
Commendations 
Annsen Chan Mandarin Distinction 
Will Chomchoei Launch and Mathematics with Algebra Commendations 
Dain Kim Japanese and Level 3 Korean Commendations 
Lyka Lumapas Outdoor Education Commendation 
Yuki Mitobe Outdoor Education Commendation 
Mel Prathep Mandarin Commendation 
Year 13 
Lynn Teng The Jacinda Brown Memorial Prize for Distinction for Japanese, 
Classical Studies, Economics and French Commendations 
Harlyn Tran Classical Studies Distinction, Economics and Mathematics with Calculus 
Commendations 
Starry Xiao Mathematics with Calculus Distinction, Business Studies Commendation 
Sherry Ye Accounting Distinction 
Fenny Zhang Mathematics with Calculus Commendation 
Special 
Harlyn Tran International Award for the International Student who has made the 
greatest contribution International understanding 
Service 
Well Chomchoei Service to the Library in the Senior School 
Will Chomchoei Service to the Library in the Senior School 
Prestige 
Harlyn Tran Tertiary scholarships valued up to $45,000, Global Leadership Award, 
10th Aggregate 
Lynn Teng 3rd Aggregate Jubilee Prize 
 
 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Term 1 2020 Start Dates 
January 27 Senior Course Confirmation  (9:15 - 2:00) 
  Peer Support Training  (1:30 - 4:00) 
January 28 Senior Course Confirmation (10:00 - 2:00) 
  Peer Support Training  (1:30 - 3:30) 
January 29 Teacher Only Day 
January 30 Year 9     (9:00) 
  Internationals    (11:30) 
  Peer Support Leaders 
January 31 Full School     (9:00) 
  Assembly P3 
  House Meetings 
  BBQ Lunch 
  PB4L Activities P5 
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