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Term Three Highlights 

If we thought term two was busy, what could we say about term three?  There have been so 
many exciting events and opportunities take place in this term, and the students and teachers 
have been extremely active. At the end of last term, we were sad to farewell some amazing 
young ladies, and this term we are pleased to welcome new ones. The newest international 
students are: Hermione Hai, Clara Ehricht, Monja Rinke, Hikaru Furuyama, Ayana Fuse, Sara 
Tsukara, Joyce Wang, Judy Xu, Elaina Yang, Elinor Armitage, Melanie Hartwig, Hanna Heine, 
Felicitas Hoefermann, Kaja Zimmerman, and Izzy Sandle.


Our over-twenty-year relationship with Yasuda Girls’ High 
School in Hiroshima, Japan continues as thirty students 
and two teachers spent two weeks of our quite mild winter 
with us. As usual, the Yasuda girls put on a very 
entertaining concert for our students and the host families. 
It is wonderful to see this exchange of cultures and 
languages maintained with the strong bond created with 
the two schools.


The annual Portfolio art exhibition again showcased 
some of the incredible talent our students have and 
many pieces of art were purchased. Judy Xu, a new 
student, has already been an artist of the week. This 
term we held our Student Learning Conferences where 
each student in years 10 to 13 meets with their mentor 
teacher to discuss their educational goals and plans. 
This programme allows staff and students to work 
together over four years to monitor the academic 
progress and well-being of our students.


The international prefects at OBHS and OGHS organised 
fun games in the OBHS gym. Students from several 
countries got together to use sport as a way to 
communicate and have fun.


Winter sports week and the ski trip took place in the 
term.  There were many great results from the sports 
teams, and many happy girls on the slopes of Coronet 
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Peak and The Remarkables. The ski trip is a 
highlight for many girls as some of them may 
never have seen snow before coming to New 
Zealand and it is an opportunity to challenge 
themselves at a new activity.


Outdoor education 
continues to call 
upon the bravery 

and stepping outside your comfort zone with the varying activities 
on offer.  This term, some girls have learned about kayaking, rock 
climbing and abseiling. In the last week of the term, the Year 11 
students will go on an overnight hike where they carry all their gear, 
food, and cooking supplies in big backpacks. This could be a 
physically and mentally demanding adventure for them. 


We mustn’t forget the academic side where the seniors have 
had six days of parallel NCEA external examinations. During 
this time, we also held the Speech New Zealand oral 
examinations for the English language students. The work for 
these oral examinations has taken most of the term and it is 
wonderful to see the girls present their talks and dramas in 
front of the examiner and an audience.  It can be very 
daunting for the girls, especially the ones who are very new to 
New Zealand and English, but we are immensely proud of 
their ability to stand up and speak in English in front of an 
audience. 


During the parallel examinations, 
we have been running a special 
programme for the new senior 
students who are not doing NCEA. 
We had some absolutely beautiful 
weather, and some extremely wet 
weather, along with all the other in 
between. Some of the areas we 
explored are the Otago Peninsula, 
Port Chalmers and Aramoana, Toitu 
Museum, Chinese Garden, and 
some interesting street art. The girls also painted on pottery 
at Gone Potty but an accidental fire in the kiln destroyed their 
work. 


Message from Former OGHS Internationals
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How are you? After a whole year we (Milena, Maren, Theresa) finally managed to meet up again 
at Lake of Constance. A lot of memories from New Zealand came back and we talked a lot 
about our time at OGHS. We think it’s amazing how close we became and that we still keep in 
touch. All of us settled well back into German school and currently we are enjoying our summer 
holidays and as you see the weather is wonderful (maybe a little bit too hot :)) We really miss 
New Zealand, Dunedin and OGHS. 

Say‚ ‘Hi‘ to everyone else at school. We really hope to come back soon. 

Greetings from Germany, 

Maren, Milena and Theresa 

Outdoor Education



Otago Girls’ High School International Department Newsletter Term Three 2018

Louise Lin: Astro Camp 
Good morning, everyone. I’m Louise Lin. Thank you for giving me this opportunity to share my 
experience of astronomy with you. 


From 16th to 20th April, I was lucky to be selected to attend the 2018 Elaine P. Snowden 
Astronomy School. It is held annually by the University of Canterbury. Only 20 students are 
chosen from all over New Zealand. It is open for Year 13, but exceptional Year 12 would be 
considered too. I spent the first two days studying some theory-based astronomy courses that 
were taught in the first year of university. Then we departed for Mt John Observatory at Lake 
Tekapo. The two-bight observation was definitely my highlight of this trip. We got the chance to 
operate those huge optical telescopes to trace different celestial objects. And I just lay down on 
the grass looking at the night sky. This kind of reminded me of the first time I fell in love with 
astronomy. I was still a kid in a tiny village in Southern China. Without much technology, the only 
thing I enjoyed at night was looking at the stars, thinking about the myths and the legends, how 
small we were, and we were just some ‘dusts’ and ‘particles’ in the universe. I think that’s what 
astronomy means to me: it is not just about science, but also about life and its origin. On the last 
day we went back to Christchurch to have some more lectures on cosmology. 


Apart from the knowledge I’ve gained, I have also met so many other talented and like-minded 
people. The learning atmosphere was not something you could experience at school. We could 
just talk about physics and astronomy for the whole day and nobody would say we were ‘nerds’. 
I have learnt so much from them such as their attitudes to learning and their way of thinking. 


In the past, there were not many OGHS students in this camp. I totally understand that it might 
not be something for everyone and actually it is hard to get in. You need excellent academic 
performance in physics and calculus. And I do believe that there are some of you out there who 
are passionate about astronomy and doing great at school. When you’ve got good results, what 
you can outcompete other applicants is your curiosity for knowledge. For me, astronomy may 
not be something I would do in university, but it is my curiosity that drives me to learn beyond 
expectations and have the guts to have some conversations with the professors. Lastly, I would 
like to show you a video made by one of the participants this year to give you a bit more ideas 
about this camp. You can always 
check it out in one of the school 
newsletters. 


Do apply next year if you’re 
interested!
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Term 4 Upcoming Events  
These are some of the main events at school.   
There are more subject specific events that the students will be 
notified. 

Week 1-2
Year 10 Self-Defence Training

Week 2
October 22 Labour Day (School Closed)
October 26 House Haka Competition
Week 3
October 29 International Prize-Giving & Farewell
October 30 Celebration Service at Knox Church
October 31 Sayonara Sale 
Week 4
November 7 NCEA Starts
Week 5
November 12-16 Junior Exams
Week 6
November 19-23 Junior Sports Week
Week 7
November 26-30 Year 10 Camp Week
Week 8
December 4 Prize-Giving
December 5 Year 13 Ball

2019 Start Dates

January 28 Senior Course Confirmation  
(9:15 - 2:00) 
Peer Support Training  
(1:30 - 4:00)

January 29 Senior Course Confirmation  
(10:00 - 2:00) 
Peer Support Training (1:30 - 3:30) 

 
January 30 Teacher Only Day

January 31 Year 9 (9:00) 
Year 10 (11:00) 
Internationals (11:30) 
Peer Support Leaders

February 1 Full School  (9:00) 
Assembly P3  
House Elections 
BBQ Lunch  
PB4L Activities P5

             Holidays  
           Emergency  
                Contact  
In case of an emergency 
only, please contact: 
Week 1:Linda Miller  

027 625 9006  
Week 2: Alison Stephenson 

027 443 9912

There is a separate document 
which contains the pieces of 
writing the students did while 
on the parallel exam 
programme.


