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Term Two Highlights 

What a whirlwind of a term it has been!  There 
have many academic, sporting, and cultural 
activities during the term, and great school spirit 
and enthusiasm have been on display. Some 
internationals have been making the most of the 
opportunities on offer and have been visiting parts 
of the region and South Island doing a range of 
activities from a boat ride around the glaciers at 
Mt Cook, to performing in The Big Sing, to doing 
a high ropes course in Invercargill.  The senior 
outdoor education and multi-level sport classes have been biking on the Clutha Gold Trail, 
mountain biking in Naseby, doing day walks, orienteering, and a ropes course.  


The annual Mt Cook Year 11 geography trip was able to accommodate internationals who aren’t 
doing the subject and they got to spend time in the beautiful mountains and fresh air.  Sarah 
Schuetz from Austria has shared her experience about the trip in the newsletter. 


The Year 10 students and some senior internationals 
joined the social studies two-day trip to Puketeraki mare 
at Karitane. On the first morning, they visited Orokonui 
Ecosanctuary then were welcomed on to the marae 
followed by afternoon tea.  Experiencing a Maori 
welcome and doing the hongi is very strange for some 
cultures and having them embrace this new custom is 
pleasing. 


In the Global Leadership Programme there have been 
internationals and English language learners who have bravely and confidently presented to the 
group on the differences in education with their countries and New Zealand, and their 
experiences of leaving their home country which is at war and resettling in Dunedin.  Those 
students are to be highly commended to stand up and give fine presentations in another 
language. 


School spirit abounds at OGHS and was evident at our fun dress-up Library Day, and at this 
year’s successful Shave for a Cure.  New staff to the school commented on this when there were  
many students and staff who shaved their hair in order to raise money for leukaemia and blood 
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cancer.  Staff and students supported each other, along with family members who came in to 
shave hair. A total of $16,703.70 was raised by our school. 


Highlights continued until the end of the term. The Year 12 formal at the Savoy saw the girls do 
their hair and make up, put on some high heels and beautiful dresses, and join in the fun on the 
dance floor.  Some of the internationals who finish at the end of this term went on a day trip on a 
beautiful winter’s day to the peninsula which took in Larnach Castle, Albatross Colony, and a 
Monarch boat cruise. The last outing took place in the last period of the term at Bowl Line for 
some ten pin bowling.  Pear was our highest scorer and Mrs Chapman was the furthest from her 
predicted score.


We are very sad to have to farewell ten students who end 
their studies at our school and their time in New Zealand.  
We sincerely hope they enjoyed their time and return home 
with many happy memories. 

Mt Cook Trip Y11 Geography by Sarah Schuetz (Austria) 

I had the luck to go on the Year 11 geography camp to Mt Cook, where we stayed for five days 
from the 7th of May until the 11th. 

On the first day after driving for hours we arrived in the Mt Cook valley and were greeted 
with an amazing view. Immediately after that we had a river study in groups of five, four or more 
and learned about river processes.

During the river study we had to find out the 
depth and the width of the river and so we had to 
walk to through it. There was no way around getting 
wet as the river was quite deep at a few places, but 
because of that we were looking forward to the 
warm accommodation even more. 
The next day we had a talk about the glacial 
processes and collected information on 
sustainability and human impact in the village.

We visited the DOC (Department of 
Conservation) Centre and after that the waste transfer and water treatment plants, which was 
quite interesting because we never really thought about how our water got clean.

We also learned about the emergency response and SAR headquarters and then we went 
to the Edmund Hillary Alpine Centre. There we watched a 3D film about Mt Cook in the 



Otago Girls’ High School International Department Newsletter Term Two 2018

planetarium and then a movie about the Mt Cook rescuers. The next day we helped cleaning up 
the White Horse Campground area where we found so much rubbish that no one could believe it. 

Although the weather wasn’t perfect most of the time we were lucky with sunshine during 
our glacier explorer trip on the Tasman Glacier terminal 
lake. We got to see a spectacular view of the mountains 
and icebergs that are 300 to 500 years old.

On one day we went on a walk to the Hooker 
glacier lake where we had lunch. During the walk we had 
amazing views of blue shining ice on the mountains and 
crossed three swing bridges, which was a nice experience.

After five amazing days we returned home and 
overall it was an amazing trip and everyone enjoyed it!

Rugby by Chris Huynh (Vietnam) 
Rugby is a fascinating sport that most people in Vietnam don’t know about it. I was one of those 
people who didn’t know about rugby until I came to New Zealand.  

In the first week after arriving to Dunedin, my host family took me to the Highlanders game 
and I just simply fell in love with rugby. That is the reason why I wanted to join the rugby team 
even though I hardly ever played any sport before. It was really tough to play rugby for the first 
few weeks because I wasn’t a sporty person and it involved a whole lot of tackles. However, I got 
used to the tackles eventually and I do enjoy the games a lot.  

We usually have one training and one fitness training per week to make sure that 
we know what to do during the game. Because I’m not as good as others I make sure that I go to 
every training to improve my skill and my fitness. That is the reason why I was selected to hold 
the flag in the All Blacks versus France game.  

After that, an ODT journalist found out that I’m the only Vietnamese girl who is in one of 
the rugby teams that was holding the flag in the All Blacks game and he thought it would be great 
to have an interview with me. After that, the article about me was in the front page which I’m 
really proud and embarrassed at the same time.  

The whole experience was really fun and it gave me a fond memory to think of years after 
this. It also gave a chance to be a well-known person for roughly a day which was awesome.

You can read the ODT 
article at https://
www.odt.co.nz/news/
dunedin/vietnamese-
schoolgirl-flying-flag-rugby 

https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/vietnamese-schoolgirl-flying-flag-rugby
https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/vietnamese-schoolgirl-flying-flag-rugby
https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/vietnamese-schoolgirl-flying-flag-rugby
https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/vietnamese-schoolgirl-flying-flag-rugby
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Mountain Biking by Michiko Hanyu (Japan)
That was an amazing view!!
I had mountain biking trip in outdoor education. Outdoor is my most favourite subject.
in NZ. I was able to experience what I couldn’t do in Japanese school. For example rock climbing 

and mountain biking. 
During two days trip, I went to many places in 

Dunedin. One of them was Signal Hill.
It was a very high and long course. Therefore, going 
up made me very tired. Teachers cheered us up when 
we were going up, and also they taught us about 
mountain bike techniques, for instance gear changing. 
It made it easier to move the bike. 

Signal Hill has many curves, rivers and trees. Often I 
worried about If I would slip. At the top of hill, I was 
able to see the great view. I had been here before, but 
I had never seen it until then. It made me very happy 
and I thought I want to come here again mountain 
biking.

Ice Skating by Pear Sae-Lee (Thailand)
On Saturday, the 23rd of July Otago Girls’ High School and Columba College held the ice skating 
international social. There were both Kiwi students and international students from many schools, 
this included Otago Girls’ High School, Otago Boys’ High School, Columba College, John 
McGlashan College, St. Hilda’s Collegiate School, Queen’s High School, Kaikorai Valley College 
and The Taieri College. Everyone had a great time and most of them made new friends. Many 
thanks to everyone who came and supported our social event. Hope to see you all again soon. 
Stay tuned for the next social!

             �              �  

Basketball by Well Chomchoei (Thailand)
I started to play basketball last year with my friends. First, the only thing I knew was the goal was 
to throw the ball in the basket, but not long after that I started to know more rules and that made 
the game more fun. 

When I moved to New Zealand, I didn’t play any sport so I feel little strange. Then term 
two started and I went to basketball trials and sent to team B. It was hard at the beginning, 
because my host family and I can’t manage to make way to Edgar Centre and the way back, so I 
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missed our first game. Not long after that the problem was solved properly and I went to our first 
game with Lindsay. 

We lost on our first game and the second, I still got some hope for the third time, but we 
lost again and again and the rest of term two. Every time I arrived at home after the game my 
host family always asked me, ‘How was the game?’ and I said the same thing,  ‘WE LOST 
AGAIN.’  And they would say no matter if you lose or win, if it is fun and you enjoy it, that’s the 
main point!

Year 12 Formal
By Fenny Zhang (China)
          Yesterday I went to the formal with my friends. It 
was very exciting. 
         First, I invited them to my house to have a visit 
and do the preparation for the formal. It was really hard 
for us to have makeup because it was the first time for 
us to have makeup. But it was pretty good, we had a lot 
of fun with it. Then, we did our hair. We used a curling 
iron to make our hair looked beautiful. After three hours’ 
hard work, we finally finished. We were all satisfied with 
ourselves. 
        Then my host mother took us to the Savoy which is at 50 Princes Street. It was very cold 
during the night but I was so nervous and excited that I didn’t feel cold anymore. When we went 
into it, I couldn’t help but take photos, the place was so beautiful and we sat down and took some 
photos of ourselves. They looked very good. Some teacher even didn’t identify who I was. After 
30 minutes, most people had come so we had dinner. Unfortunately, we were sitting on the last 
table so it meant that we must have our dinner last; I always worried about whether there would 
be enough food available for us to eat until I saw a waiter take more food to the place. There 
were some salad, rice, chips, chicken and beef and ham. I liked the chicken and ham best. They 
were very tasty but a little bit too salty. 
         After dinner, we could dance. It was very interesting. Although the music was too loud and 
noisy, we still smiled and danced. This experience was really important for me because when I 
was in China, we didn’t have some fun activities like a formal. At this formal, I could show others 
the real me, I could dance happily because no one was watching me. They were dancing too! 
During the dance, some waiters gave us some desserts and fruits to eat. They were really 
yummy. They tasted like caramel and cream. The fruit I liked best was pineapple. It was good.
       In brief, the experience was very good. I will remember it forever and I thought I will go to the 
Year 13 formal, too.

By Jasmine Liu (China) 
   On June 14th, I went to the Year 12 formal. It was held in the Savoy. It was my first time to go to 
a formal so I was very nervous but a little excited about it.
    After school, I went to Fenny’s house with two other girls. We spent a lot of time on doing 
make-up and doing our hair. It took us nearly the whole afternoon! Then I wore my red, long dress 
that I bought in China. I also wore a beautiful necklace to make me look prettier.
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    When we arrived at the Savoy, there were a lot of girls talking with 
each other. Also there were some boys who came as their partners 
as well. All the girls looked very different on that day. They wore pretty 
dresses and looked gorgeous.
    We found our table and seats quickly and sat down to wait for 
dinner. After we waited for a long time, it was our turn to take food, 
but unfortunately, there was not much food left. So we just had some 
rice tomatoes with chicken and some chips for dinner.
    After dinner, I started to take photos with friends. Suddenly, the 
music was turned on and the lights were dimmed. Everybody started 
to dance together. At first, I didn’t know what I should do because I 

am not good at dancing. But the music was so loud that made me excited so I started to dance 
with the girls. At the break, we had some chocolate cakes, watermelon and pineapple for dessert. 
They were quite nice.
    At about 10 pm, my host mom came to pick me up. I was very tired when I got home but I 
enjoyed the formal very much. I am really looking forward to the Y13 formal.

Global Leadership Programme (GLP) by Mrs Smallfield
The Global Leadership Programme is open to all students in 
Years 10 to 13. Through participating in the awards based 
system it is hoped that students will develop and have 
acknowledged skills, attitudes and values that will enable 
them to participate and lead in a global community. The 
programme encourages the students to develop global 
awareness, build global networks and contribute to the 
solution of global problems. The programme also runs a 
speaker series and this year we have called on the strengths 
of a number of our students from different backgrounds to 
speak about their upbringing.

Harlyn Tran (Vietnam)

Anna Cho (Korea) Rahaf Al Hassan, Nada Haroura, Wafaa 
Haroura (Syria)
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Poetry Contest Winner Louise Lin (China) 
Louise gained 1st place in the 'AstroPoetry Contest for Global Astronomy Month'.

My Quantised Sky 

I look it up in my textbook, ‘quantised’-- 

Featured with discrete values and states. 

I look upon the night sky-- 

Capturing bits of my fantasy 

Sparkling me with deep thoughts 

Under my ‘quantised’ sky. 

Mars, Saturn, Uranus 

Red, orange, greenish-- 

The quantised leap 

Instantaneously 

Of electrons. 

No distance is covered 

Just the release of the quantum of colours. 

For now I am an electron. 

A quantised jump carries me  

Back to where I belong-- 

Stars, galaxies, nebulae 

Light years away 

Throw me the atavistic blinks 

Revealing the past that is never gone 

As I see it at present. 

For now I am one of the blinks. 

Ramble between the ‘quantised’ worlds 

Back to where I belong-- 

The universe. 

Because when I look upon the night sky, 

Someone, also, looks down upon the quantised sky 

That I live in.
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Writing by Mrs Chapman 
Note from Mrs Chapman: The girls regularly write in our classes. We often look at a picture, 
discuss it and then do ‘free writing’ about it. On one occasion I showed a rather ugly picture (not 
usual!) and was intrigued and delighted by the range of memories and imaginative responses. 
We learnt that nearly everybody, no matter what culture, had Barbies and teddies as children. 

 The Lovely Doll by Will Chomchoei (Thailand)
All children have their favourite toy! When they are playing with their toy they will be very happy 
and smile a lot.

I was six years old and I was a bit shy. I just moved to this town last week and I had no 
friends. I ate my breakfast with my parents and my younger sister then we decided to go out for a 
walk together. My parents didn’t have to go to work because it was Sunday. While we were 
walking I saw a little doll covered with the dirty things surrounded by a lot of rubbishes. “This toy 
also feels lonely,” I thought. I decided to pick that poor toy up and decided to bring it home with 
me and wash it.

This is the story of me and my first friend in this town. Even though it was only a 
toy, a little doll, but I called it my first friend!

The Lonely Doll by Wafaa Haroura (Syria)
There was a lonely doll that was thrown out and forgotten. It 
all began when the doll had a little friend. That friend was a 
little girl who was lonely and had a problem with making 
friends but when that doll came to her life to her life 
everything changed.

She called her Snow because she got her when it 
was Christmas. It was snowing at that time. One day of these 
days she lost Snow. It was a big shock for her and the little 
girl bought a new one and she forgot about Snow. Snow was 
sad because she lost something very special and important 
for her.

Years and years passed and Snow was still alone 
but one day a little girl found her in the mud lying down with 
rubbish. She took her and took good care of her.
Snow was not alone any more. She was happy.

Doll by Michelle Li (China)
My favourite toy was Barbie when I was young. I still remember when 
my mom took me to the supermarket. There were different kinds of 
toys there, cars, teddy bears, dolls…… But at the end, I brought a Barbie home. She had long 
hair, blue eyes and was very skinny. I made a name for her called “Heidi”.  I don’t know why I 
chose this name. I just picked it randomly. I helped Heidi to change clothes, brush hair and 
shower everyday. When I grew up, my mom bought me more toys, most of the toys still were 
Barbie. When I started primary school, I didn’t like playing the toys anymore, but I didn’t put them 
in the rubbish bin or somewhere in the house. I put them in a big box. Every time I open it, it can 
remind me of when I was young, and I won’t forget my Barbies, because they were my best 
friends when I was young. 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Ramadan and Eid al Fitr by Wafaa Haroura (Syria) 
Ramadan: 
What is Ramadan? Ramadhan is a month where we fast, Ramadan (Arabic: رمضان). Ramadan is 
the ninth month of the Islamic calendar, and the month in which the Quran was revealed.  
Fasting during the month of Ramadan is one of the Five Pillars of Islam. The month is spent by 
Muslims fasting during the daylight hours from dawn to sunset.  

Why do we fast? We fast for our God (Allah). We fast to feel how people who don’t have 
food to eat or any clean water to drink feel. Ramadan is a month for praying and thanking God.  

Ramadan is a month for gathering family and friends. Ramadan is also for forgiving 
others. It’s not only in that month you should always be forgiven to others no matter what, it is 
hard to do that but if you “treat them like they will treat you”.

Fasting is a good thing for the body because it helps to secrete the toxins stored in the 
body and helps to activate the immune system of the body.  
Many scientists around the world think that not eating or drinking for a few hours can help the 
body and that's what they call fasting. The best thing about Ramadan is the food at the end of the 
day, eating a different type of food with family and friends. It’s different here because we don’t 
have our relatives close to us but we try to make friends that have the same tradition. 

In the end, we enjoy Ramadan with family at least.

Eid al Fitr: 
Eid al Fitr comes after Ramadan and it’s a special event we celebrate where family and friends 
gather to celebrate Eid al Fitr. 

Why is it called Eid al Fitr? Because it’s the day where we eat after one whole month of 
fasting. Eid al Fitr is a day where adults give money to children to buy new toys and snacks. It’s 
the best thing ever. In the Eid we go to the amusement park to play together. I used to go with my 
family to the amusement park. Eid al Fitr is the best day of all the days because it’s the day of 
children to smile. It’s the day to forget the mistakes and open a new page for a new start.

Leavers’ Evening

Monday 2 July we held a special farewell evening for the students who have 
finished their studies at OGHS.  Citations about the students follow along 
with Judith’s speech she gave about her time in New Zealand. Helena Lippa 
left prior to the evening and we would like to acknowledge her contributions 
to our school during her time with us.

Two terms at OGHS

Sarah Shuetz (Austria)

Sarah has made the most of opportunities presented to her during her two 
terms at our school.  She is diligent and has strived for excellence in her 
subjects which ranged from DVC to accounting to outdoor education, along 
with the compulsory subjects. All of her teachers have commented on her 
involvement in the class and her learning, and would love to have her stay at 
our school. What a fantastic two terms at OGHS.
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Carlotta Doebler (Germany)
Charli is finishing in August but we are including her in this farewell evening.  
Charli has made close friends here in New Zealand, and she will be missed 
a great deal. She has contributed enthusiastically in her subjects and 
activities. There are many photos of Charli doing a variety of sports. She 
has been involved in surfing, handball, badminton, choir, geography camp 
to Borland, and two outdoor education camps for cycling and high/low 
ropes. We wish her all the best for the rest of her learning journey, and 
expect to see her back again before too long!

Chiara Hartmann (Germany)
Chiara has tried some new subjects here and has even created a dress in 
textiles where she researched her design, learnt to read and follow her 
pattern, and completed the techniques required to construct her garment. 
Chiara has also been to Mt Cook, Puketeraki Marae, mountain biking and 
rock climbing camps.  We hope she has create some special memories of 
her time in NZ.

Leonie Loeffler (Germany)
Leonie has also been in textiles and she created a denim skirt. Leonie improved 
her performance skills by taking drama where she drew on her historical 
knowledge and shared it with her class to enrich their understanding. She has 
also completed her first performance with an audience.  Leonie has also been a 
strong supporter of Enviroschools, and they shall miss her a great deal. They 
wish you all the best for the future, and know that you will continue doing your 
best for our shared planet! Keep up the great work.

Marni Oehler (Germany)
The textiles department will be smaller with all these girls leaving as Marni 
designed and created her own dress for the Year 12 formal.  Staying on the 
creative side of things, Marni has completed some excellent work in Design 
and Visual Communication. She has shown great dedication to the tasks set 
and a good understanding of the nature of the design problem. Marni has 
presented a sophisticated solution and been an energetic and enthusiastic 
member of the class. She s a talented creative writer. Marni can work well 
with others and has been out exploring the area with outdoor education. We 
hope to see her back here in NZ one day.
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Students who have been here since July 2017. 
Living away from home requires a lot of commitment, bravery and resilience.  We commend 
these girls, and their families, who have chosen to come to OGHS for one year.

Akiko Yakabe (Japan)
Akiko is our only one-year Japanese student and she has matured a lot 
during her time here. It has been pleasing to see how well she has adapted 
to life in another country and how much her English has progressed.  Akiko 
has a quiet and kind manner and has worked well with students from other 
countries. She has made some very good friends and I am sure it will be a 
sad end to the week.  We wish Akiko all the best for her return to Japan.

Emelie Herzog (Germany)
Emmi has been doing lots of cool things in dance and outdoor education. 
 She has had a busy end to the term and her time at OGHS as she just had a 
dance assessment where she played the character ‘Hunyak’ of the Cell Block 
Tango (from the musical Chicago), and she was on a two-day high and low 
ropes course for multi-level sport. I have also been told she was a lively 
contributor at Year 12 Sidey camp in term one. Emmi should return to 
Germany with many fun and happy memories with her friends and 
classmates.  Thank you for coming to our school and participating in a variety 
of activities. 

Caroline Kraft (Germany)
Caroline has been a real part of her English class, and they shall all miss her 
smile and gentle contributions in class. Her confidence and skills in English 
have improved greatly in the time she's been here. At the Orokonui 
Ecosanctuary and Puketeraki Marae she made the most of the opportunities 
in our area, as well as being out and about around the region, the country, 
and Pacific area. We wish her all the best for her travel home and future 
studies. 

Judith Thiel (Germany)
Judith has been an enthusiastic member of the sailing team and taken up all 
opportunities to compete at regattas and training. She has shown resilience 
and courage on the cold days when sailing in the unforgiving Otago winds. 
Judith has been a wonderful leader and will be surely missed by the younger 
sailors. She even organised herself to go on the Spirit of Adventure which 
was most likely a special highlight of her time in New Zealand.  Judith was 
superb on our camp to Twizel, Fairlie, Mt Cook! Miss Robson even thought 
she was in Year 13 last year as she was so mature, friendly and helpful!!
Judith has been a model international student who has a fantastic attitude 
and been involved in so many activities and has created great friends, and has left a wonderful 
impression on her students and classmates.



Otago Girls’ High School International Department Newsletter Term Two 2018

Judith Thiel: Leaver’s Speech

As pretty much everyone knows, we Germans have a thing for long, complicated and specific 
words. Some of these words, like “Wanderlust” even made it into the big wide world and I think 
most of you guys, German or not, have heard this word at some point and roughly know what it 
means. If not, it describes the desire, the urge to travel. It defines the feeling of freedom, of 
adventure and curiosity, you get when exploring different cultures, meeting new people and of 
course eating heaps of weird food.

Driven by this wonderful feeling, I decided to make my way to the other side of the world, the 
furthest away from home I could possibly get, without flying into outer space and I think that was 
probably the best decision I have ever made in my life. Of course that doesn’t mean much, since 
I’m still very much a child, no matter how much I try to convince myself otherwise.

Arriving in New Zealand, the first memory that I have consists mainly of me trying with all of my 
power not to fall asleep on the bus through Auckland, but to see as much as possible of this new 
and different world. Of course I failed horribly and slept through most of this ride. Thanks, jetlag!! 
The first days in general just sort of mixed together into one big pot of excitement, impressions, 
tiredness and to be honest a ton of fear. 

The thing that surprised me incredibly was that as soon as I arrived at Lynnette’s (my host 
mum’s) house, all of these feelings went away and I only felt at home. And that so much that I 

actually fell asleep on her sofa on the first night 
and you must know that when I sleep, I sleep 
like a stone. So Lynnette was left desperately 
trying to wake me up and already wondering if I 
was okay. I still sorry about that ☺

Coming from Berlin, the city of grumpy people, 
what I noticed first about Kiwis was that 
everyone is so amazingly friendly and happy 
(or at least they’re good at faking it). Little 
things, like saying “thanks” to the bus driver or 
to a teacher after a class were so strange for 
me, but I love it. These little gestures of 
happiness, gratefulness and joy became so 



Otago Girls’ High School International Department Newsletter Term Two 2018

important for me and I think when I’m back in Germany everyone will think I went crazy over here.

Now I could probably list all the cool things I have done and places that I went, but to be 
completely honest, all of us internationals probably went to all the same places, cuz that’s just 
how it goes when you’re a tourist. You go to all the best and prettiest places and then leave. I 
think the only thing, where I am special in what I did, was that I went on the Spirit of Adventure for 
ten days. I am pretty sure that were the best 10 days that I’ve ever had. But that wasn’t because 
of the ocean, the bush or the boat (okay maybe the boat), it was because of the people. 
Wherever you go, whatever you do, if you have the right people around it’s gonna be fun. With 
that being said, here in New Zealand I met ALL the right 
people. Not only is my host family the best one that I 
could have possibly gotten, but it also didn’t take me 
long to get into a great group of friends, who were 
there for me, supported me and helped me in all the 
countless situations, where I honestly didn’t know what 
was going on.

They were also great help in finding some 
extracurricular activities I could do, so I ended up 
fencing, surfing, sailing and playing ice hockey. Most of 
these I had never even considered doing in Germany 
and now I’m even thinking about continuing them when 
I get home.

So that was just an amazing opportunity too, and yes 
that is such a horrible cliché, but to find myself and 
who I want to be, even though that will probably still 
change again and again. But hey, I had to start 
somewhere right?

Message from Alison Stephenson 

Hello host families!
Winter has well and truly arrived! Many of our new students who will be arriving in July will 
experience a big shock, after leaving behind the summer temperatures of their home country 
and arriving here at the coldest time of the year.  Please make sure to ask them if they are 
warm enough and introduce them to the delights of hot soup and southern sushi (cheese rolls)!
If your student would like to try something new, please let them know about the school ski trip 
to Queenstown. The trip will take place from 31 August – 4 September. This is a great way for 
the students to have fun and make new friends. I am happy to help the girls sign up for this 
event, so please send them my way if they are interested.
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Holidays Emergency Contact 
In case of an emergency only, please contact: 
Week 1:  Katherine Boomer 027 446 3539  
Week 2:  Alison Stephenson 027 443 9912

Term 3 Upcoming Events  
These are some of the main events at school.   
There are more subject specific events that the students where will be notified. 

Week 1
July 26 Yasuda Sister School Arrives 
Week 2
July 31 Open Night
Week 3
August 8 Yasuda Sister School Departs
August 9 Sports & Cultural Photos
Week 4
August 13 Portfolio Art Exhibition Opening
Week 5
August 20 Senior Reports
August 23 Student Learning Conferences
Week 6
August 31 Ski Trip Departs
Week 7
September 4 Ski Trip Returns
All week Winter Sports Week
Week 9
September 12 Senior Exams Begin
September 19 Senior Exams Finish
Week 10
September 29 Last Day of Term 2


